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Feature

HOW TO FAIL:
A Lesson for my Children

Natasha Geary writes on an age-old but important life
lesson for kids. Never give up!
I wish failure was taught in school. It should
be because it’s the flip side to success;
you don’t get one without the other. Our
children aren’t taught that the road to
success is potholed with painful failures.
They aren’t taught that it’s okay to fail.
They aren’t taught that failure doesn’t
matter, but their response to it does.
I’m forty-two years old, and despite
appearances, I’m a failure. I’ve failed to
achieve the one goal I’ve been striving
towards for most of my adult life. For
fourteen years I’ve been trying (and failing)
to become a published writer.
If I’d been taught at
school that it was okay
If you really look
to fail, I might have
closely, most overnight
persevered sooner. But
successes took a long
I waited until I found
time
myself on maternity
–
Steve
Jobs
leave wondering who
I’d been before the
all-encompassing
job of mother was hefted
upon me. Cue late nights
writing and 5am alarm calls at weekends
to squeeze in ‘writing time’ before my
new baby woke. No one ever said it was

going to be easy and it wasn’t. When I
finished – four years later – I got myself a
copy of ‘The Creative Artist and Writers
Handbook’ and packaged off my first few
chapters to perspective agents. I waited for
the rejections to roll in because that’s what
everyone tells you will happen. But I was
astounded to get an offer of representation
from a wonderful agent with relative ease.
My ‘baby’ (by then five years old)
remembers me jumping around the
kitchen screaming with excitement. I
was delirious. This must surely
mean I was a good writer
and my novel was
going to make me
rich and famous –
right? Wrong. Nine
gruelling months of editing
and re-writing followed
before my agent was happy to start
submitting it to publishers. Then
the ‘positive rejections’ began
flowing in. Everyone liked it, but no
one made an offer.
But I had an idea for my second
novel, I’d just write it! I’d do it
quicker this time, it would be easier
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second time round, right? Wrong. Armed
“I had failed on an epic scale. An
exceptionally short-lived marriage had
with a grant from NI Arts Council I made
imploded and I was jobless, a lone parent,
the dubious decision to take a career break
and as poor as it is possible to be in modern
and concentrate on my writing. It took
Britain, without being homeless. The fears
another four years to complete the second
that my parents had had for me, and that
book. Now with two small children in tow,
I had had for myself, had both come
my latest novel became my third. It
to pass, and by every usual
exhausted me, kept me up
standard, I was the biggest
late at night and pushed me
failure I knew.”
to the brink of sanity. But this
“The real test is not whether
was going to be ‘the one’ and
you avoid this failure, because
Failure can be a positive
it was all going to be worth
you won’t. It’s whether you let
force that makes you
it harden or shame you into
it. Wrong, again. This time
stronger and more
inaction, or whether you learn
I got as far as face-to-face
determined to succeed, no
from it; whether you choose to
meetings with two publishers
matter what the odds, but
persevere.”
in London, only for them
that message is missing in
– Barack Obama
to not make an offer. I was
our culture. Our children
devastated. The proximity of
should be taught that failure
the prize being dangled before
is part of life, that it makes
me was akin to coming fourth at an
you better and the eventual success taste
Olympics.
even sweeter.
As a society we celebrate success
Both my boys knew what the trip to London
without emphasising the failures it
last summer was about and what was at
takes to get there, whereas in
stake, especially my eldest, now twelve years
America failure is not
old. It was tough telling him it had all come
seen as an end, but a
to nothing. Again. But what example would
beginning. It’s a nation
I be if I gave up now? The image of my
that builds people up,
boys lifting my book from a bookshop shelf
they don’t strip them
and saying, “Mum wrote this” has sustained
down for trying. Jeff
me through many late nights and long
Bezos of Amazon embraces
days and it sustains me still. When a book
failure claiming it is ‘not optional.’
of mine does eventually get on the shelf
Thomas Edison, inventor of the
they’ll know the failures it took to get there
lightbulb amongst other revolutionary and that I didn’t give up. That’s the lesson I
inventions said, “I have not failed,
want them to learn. As social media and the
I have just found 10,000 ways that
pressures of our instantaneous world stack
don’t work.” In 2000 in her Harvard
up against our children resilience is what
Commencement speech JK Rowling
they need… and nothing builds resilience
spoke of her failures:
like a good dose of failure!
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Christmas Crime Prevention Advice
In the run up to Christmas, Chief Superintendent Simon Walls from the Police Service of
Northern Ireland highlights how we can all protect ourselves, our families and our homes.

As the festive season approaches, it’s a busy time for
Protect Your Keys, Protect Your Car
everyone. People are rushing around trying to find the
• Improvements in car security mean that the
perfect gifts for loved ones and getting some last-minute
easiest way for a thief to steal a car is to break
If you are
shopping completed. However, it is important to remember
into your house and steal the keys.
shopping online, • When you are at home keep car keys where
that crime doesn’t stop when the cold weather kicks in.
please
be
aware
Nobody wants to see their Christmas ruined by opportunist
they will not be easily found.
criminals gaining access to your home through unlocked
of frauds and
• Take particular care at night to ensure they are
doors and windows.
scams.
out of sight.
• Never leave car keys visible from outside your
We want to use this opportunity to remind people of the
home or work.
quick and easy ways they can protect themselves against
• For high value vehicles, consider a stolen vehicle recovery
theft and burglary not just this Christmas, but all year round.
system such as a GPS tracker.
It is important to remember that while you’re out shopping,
• Don’t leave your vehicle unattended and running to warm
so are they!
it up or defrost the windows.
Protect yourself against theft and burglary by locking all your
•
Remove keys and lock your vehicle even if you are just
doors and windows. Remove all your valuables from sight
leaving it for a short time such as when paying for fuel.
– both at home and in your vehicle – and remain vigilant to
Protect Yourself When Online Shopping
suspicious activity.
• If something seems too much of a bargain, it’s probably
Do not make your house a target by leaving presents for your
poor quality or doesn’t even exist. Always check payment
friends and family under your Christmas tree, allowing
pages are secure, and log out when you’ve finished
criminals to easily access a wide range of expensive
shopping online.
gifts intended for your loved ones. Make sure they
Auction Bargain…Or Not?
are stored away from windows, out of sight and
Remove all your
do not leave presents in your car. If they can be
• When making a purchase from an auction website, use
Protect Your Home
valuables from
seen, they could be stolen.
insured payment methods like PayPal and never do a bank
sight – both at
• Don’t tempt thieves by leaving presents on
transfer to people you don’t know. Do all you can to check
If you are shopping online, please be aware of
home and in
display in your home or car.
the seller or buyer is authentic.
frauds and scams. If something sounds too good
your vehicle.
• Be cautious about storing expensive gifts in your
to be true, then it usually is. Take precautions
home.
like checking to see if websites and products are
If you need any further crime
• Don’t keep large amounts of cash in your home to buy
legitimate before you purchase. Look for customer
prevention advice, please contact
presents.
reviews and use insured payment methods to purchase. If it
your local Crime Prevention
•
Make
sure
your
home
is
secure
and
keep
doors
and
doesn’t feel right, don’t buy!
Officer on 101. Additional
windows locked.
You can find further advice on scams and staying safe online
advice on securing your home is
•
Mark
valuable
items
with
your
postcode
and
house
number,
at nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/scamwiseni or follow the @
available online at psni.police.uk
don’t forget to take photographs too.
ScamwiseNI Facebook page.

